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and l.N.C.F. than there was in the Unwersitd Popolari, which
actually aimed at bridging the gap between those who had never
had an opportunity of obtaining more than an elementary educa-
tion and others. Every town, however small, came to have its
I.N.C.F., depending directly on the Fascist Party; attendance
varied from place to place, and from lecture to lecture, and
it is impossible to say how far the influence of this political and
cultural teaching went; it does not seem, however, that there
was a great interest in it, and it may not be untrue to say that
the negative effect was greater than the positive. This way of
meeting somehow, if not satisfactorily, the need for an extempore
cultivation of the mind, kept people back from trying to give free
vent to their desire of knowing and discussing matters of political,
moral, and intellectual interest*
The professional education of the workers, a task allotted to
the syndicates by the Carta del Lavoro (Charter of Labour), was
fulfilled only to a very small degree. The few apprenticeship or
other courses which were taken over or set up by the syndicates *
had no appreciable influence in shaping the new popular culture
on which Fascism wanted to pride itself. Bottai, who was per-
haps the strongest upholder of this type of education and of these
duties on the part of the syndicates, as late as 1939 protested
against the ineffectiveness of the appeals sanctioned in the
Charter of Labour. The only real effect on education which
could be attributed to the syndicates was the propagation in the
schools of syndicalist or corporative doctrine; and not only in the
schools: lectures and publications of all kinds, organized or
supported by the Ministry of Corporations and by the various
Confederations and Federations of Syndicates went very far in
persuading the people that the * Corporative State * was some-
thing that existed, although they did not persuade many people
that there was anything in it. In the faint and often unrecogniz-
able struggle between the upholders of the Party and Duce-
mysticism and those of the syndicalistic State, the field of educa-
tion and propaganda for the masses was largely won by the
Party through the O.N.D. and l.N.C.F.
There is no clear-cut line between education and political
propaganda in a Fascist country; and Fascists would argue that
the activities of the Ministry of Popular Culture, formerly the
Ministry of Press and Propaganda, belonged to the realm of
education. It was, however, difficult to find in the Italian Press
and in those cinema productions and other types of publicity
which formed the bulk of the work of this Ministry anything
which might be termed 'educative*. It must be recognized and
always remembered when we attempt to judge the frame of